


News from P.I.T. (Pastor in Training)  
 

Well, we are in the season of Lent again!  And 
for some reason, every year the sacrifices 
seem to get harder, not easier. The thought 
might come across our minds: “do I have to 
sacrifice anything this year?”  It sometimes 
seems that we find ourselves going in circles. 
As we see in our yearly liturgical calendar, the 
weeks flow from Advent to Christmas into 

Ordinary Time, and from there they flow into Lent, Easter, and 
finally back to Ordinary Time again. We continue to see this cycle 
repeat each subsequent year.      

 
This repetitive pattern might look like we are going in circles, but 
what if there is something else going on. What if the Lord is using 
this pattern to help us enter more deeply into our relationship 
with Him?  One image that was given to me over 20 years ago 
has helped me tremendously in moving away from only going in 
circles. Instead, it helped me see the growth and depth that the 
repetition of the liturgical calendar has in our spiritual lives.  All 
you need to do is go to your nearby garage or wood shop; grab a 
wooden board, a screwdriver and screw.  When you start putting 
the screw into the board, it seems to simply go in circles if you 
looked at it solely from the top. You only need to look at it from 
the side to realize that the screw is not just stationary, but it is 
going deeper into the board!     
 
People may not like repetition, but it is in the repetition, the go-
ing in circles, that we can actually enter more deeply into the 
Paschal Mystery of God: his Passion, death, and Resurrection. It’s 
the constant sacrifices that allow us to enter into the greater joy 
of Christ’s Resurrection! So, if you are frustrated that it is the 
Lenten season again, I encourage you to look at the ways the 
Lord is trying to grow deeper in relationship with you. Then, I 
guarantee that the sacrifices won’t be so difficult! 
 
“Brethren, Lent is already galloping past and the soul rejoices at 
the imminence of Easter, because by it, it finds rest and is relieved 
of many toils.”- St. Theodore the Studite   
 
Father Michael 

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, February 26 - Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am † Edward Simbol, by Edgar & Maria Cuartero 
6:30 pm † Bryant Lange, by Family 

(Spanish Mass) 
 

Tuesday, February 27 - St Gregory of Narek 
8:00 am Int Doree Pantaleon, by Mila Lanuza 

Int The Nagy Family 
6:30 pm † James Bush, by Dave & Linda Sanato 
7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 

Wednesday, February 28 - Lenten Weekday 
12:00 pm Int Joseph Reyes, by Family 
12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 

Thursday, February 29 - Lenten Weekday 
6:30 am Int Raphael Okolie, by Juliana & Family 
8:00 am † Drew Toschak, by His Sisters 

 

Friday, March 1 - Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am 

12:00 pm 
Int Raphael Okolie, by Juliana & Family 
† Jack Stanton, by Dcn Bugsy & Happy Sindac 

 

Saturday, March 2 - Lenten Weekday 
8:30 am † Andres Llanes, by Shirley Staples 
9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM) 

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM) 
4:00 pm Vigil - Third Sunday of Lent 

 Int Johnny & Italy McNalley, by Joe & Mary Rita Gorman 

† Daniel Gitersonke, by Debra Gitersonke 

 

Sunday, March 3 - Third Sunday of Lent 
8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family 

 † David Jenkins, Jr. 
10:00 am Int Roy & Sissy (Live Streamed) 
12:00 pm Int The People of Our Lady of Mercy 

5:30 pm Int Nathan & Neil by Grace Mathew 

2    VISION:  To offer every person a life-changing encounter with Jesus, grow disciples, and send them on  mission.  

Silent adoration takes place in 
the Adoration Chapel  

Monday through Friday  
8:30 am to 10:00 pm. 
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Our Lady of  Mercy 

Weekend Masses 
March 2 & 3 

Father Frank will preach at all Masses. 

Saturday 4:00 pm Fr Frank Pusateri 

Sunday 8:00 am Fr Michael Kearney 

 10:00 am Fr Frank Pusateri 

 12:00 pm Fr Michael Kearney 

 5:30 pm Fr Frank Pusateri 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps 
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions. 

1. Special Intention-M.A. 9. Anthony M Loquercio Jr 
2. My Health-L.T. 10. Matthew Carlson 
3. Providence Brencic 11. Special Intention-C.H. 
4. Nicholas Brancato 12. The Sick 
5. The Pluskota Family 13. Special Intention-T.Z. 
6. In Thanksgiving-Prayers Answered 14. Joan K. 
7. The Homeless 15. Tom F. 
8. The Deceased 16. Bill B. 
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf 
in the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel. 

For our sick, confined 
and their families. 
David Bakke 
Michael Butler 
Alfredo Chavez 
Baby Riley Chick 
Robert Ciulla 
Michael Dandan 
Mary Dunbar 
Bridget Garry 
Patricia Gebhardt  
Jim Gray 
Kelly Greenheck 
Nancy Higgins 
Eric Hoerdemann 
Cera Horste 
Bob Jones 
Helen Joseph 
Baby Penelope Keene 
Nina Keehn 
Keith Kuchinski 
Michelle Maeirs 

Kristen Manning 
Susan Massett 
Susan Mennenga 
Bill Morse 
La Moua 
Charlene Oates  
Flo Paprzycki 
Valerie Plesha 
Jim & Carol Pluskota 
Jackie Schiable 
Julia Schremp 
Christopher Shea 
Diane Singer 
Hedy Sterling 
Thomas F. Sterling 
John Swanston 
Rev. Gerald Tivy 
Bernice Tokarski 
Jason Toledo 
Kathy Walowski 
Judy Wiltgen 
 

Please note: Due to the 
government legislation 
regarding patient privacy, 
names of people to be 
prayed for at Mass or in 
the Bulletin can be listed 
only if that person, or in the 
case of their incapacitation, 
the person delegated to 
their medical care, calls to 
give permission. 
 
Please let the Parish Office 
know of names which may 
be removed from the sick 
list. 

We Pray 
Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate family member wish to be added to the Sick List. 

 
Those in service to our country 
TSgt Leah Harvey, USAF 
Airman Melanie Hodges, US Navy 
Nicholaus Laurie,US Marines 
SSG Sean Murphy, USMC 
Capt. Tara Trammell, US Army 
Roberto Ramos, US Army 
Lt. Joshua Puscas, US Navy 
SSG Gina Maro, USAF 
Juan Gabriel Sindac, USAF 
Aaron Godinez, US Marines 
LC/Cprl Ryan Ludwig, US Marines 
Capt. Brian Strohmaier, US Army 
Elizabeth Pattermann, US Marine 
LTJG Marion Bautista, US Navy 
SSG Karla Venegas, US Army 
SSG Jeremy Norris, US Army 
Capt. Carmen Lockett, US Army 
PO3 Joshua San Diego, US Navy  
LT Daniel Moran, US Army 
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Noticias del P.I.T.  
(Párroco en Formación) 

Bueno, ¡estamos nuevamente en la tempora-
da de Cuaresma! Y por alguna razón, cada 
año los sacrificios parecen volverse más difíci-
les, no más fáciles. Puede que nos venga a la 
cabeza el pensamiento: “¿tengo que sacrificar 
algo este año?” A veces parece que nos en-
contramos dando vueltas en círculos. Como 
vemos en nuestro calendario litúrgico anual, 
las semanas fluyen desde el Adviento hasta la 

Navidad y pasan al Tiempo Ordinario, y de allí fluyen hacia la Cua-
resma, la Pascua y, finalmente, nuevamente al Tiempo Ordinario. 
Seguimos viendo que este ciclo se repite cada año siguiente. 
 
Este patrón repetitivo puede parecer como si estuviéramos dan-
do vueltas en círculos, pero ¿qué pasa si está sucediendo algo 
más? ¿Qué pasa si el Señor está usando este patrón para ayudar-
nos a entrar más profundamente en nuestra relación con Él? Una 
imagen que me dieron hace más de 20 años me ha ayudado enor-
memente a dejar de dar vueltas en círculos. Más bien, me ayudó 
a ver el crecimiento y la profundidad que tiene la repetición del 
calendario litúrgico en nuestra vida espiritual. Todo lo que necesi-
tas hacer es ir a tu garaje o taller de carpintería cercano; agarra 
una tabla de madera, un destornillador y un tornillo. Cuando em-
piezas a colocar el tornillo en la tabla, parece que simplemente 
gira en círculos si lo miras únicamente desde arriba. ¡Solo necesi-
tas mirarlo desde un lado para darte cuenta de que el tornillo no 
solo está estacionario, sino que está penetrando más profunda-
mente en la tabla! 
 
Puede que a la gente no le guste la repetición, pero es en la repe-
tición, en el dar vueltas, que podemos entrar más profundamente 
en el Misterio Pascual de Dios: su Pasión, muerte y Resurrección. 
¡Son los sacrificios constantes los que nos permiten entrar en el 
mayor gozo de la Resurrección de Cristo! Entonces, si estás frus-
trado porque nuevamente es la temporada de Cuaresma, te ani-
mo a que observes las formas en que el Señor está tratando de 
profundizar su relación contigo. ¡Entonces te garantizo que los 
sacrificios no serán tan difíciles! 
 
“Hermanos, la Cuaresma ya pasa galopando y el alma se alegra 

ante la inminencia de la Pascua, porque en ella encuentra descan-

so y se libera de muchos esfuerzos.” - San Teodoro el Estudita.   

Padre Michael 

 

Lecturas de la Semana 
 
Domingo Gn 22, 1-2. 9-13. 15-18;  
 Sal 115, 10 y 15. 16-17. 18-19; 
 Rom 8, 31b-34;  
 Mc 9, 2-10 

 
Lunes Dn 9, 4-10;  
 Sal 78, 8. 9. 11 y 13;  
 Lc 6, 36-38 

 
Martes Is 1, 10. 16-20;  
 Sal 49, 8-9. 16bc-17. 21 y 23; 
 Mt 23, 1-12  

 
Miércoles Jer 18, 18-20;  
 Sal 30, 5-6. 14. 15-16;  
 Mt 20, 17-28 

 
Jueves Jer 17, 5-10;  
 Sal 1, 1-2. 3. 4 y 6;  
 Lc 16, 19-31 

 
Viernes Gn 37, 3-4. 12-13. 17-28;  
 Sal 104, 16-17. 18-19. 20-21;  
 Mt 21, 33-43. 45-46 

 
Sábado Mi 7, 14-15. 18-20;  
 Sal 102, 1-2. 3-4. 9-10. 11-12;  
 Lc 15, 1-3. 11-32 

 
Domingo Ex 17, 3-7;  
 Sal 94, 1-2. 6-7. 8-9;  
 Rom 5, 1-2. 5-8;  
 Jn 4, 5-42 o Jn 4, 5-15. 19b-26. 
 39a. 40-42 
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Around the Parish 
 
 

Mondays with Monica 
Join us at OLM on Mondays at 7:30 pm, where we 
can find inspiration and companionship in the sto-
ries of St. Monica and St. Augustine. Together, let’s 
reflect on our family situations and navigate the 
challenges we encounter with our loved ones who 
may have strayed from the Church.  
 
 
Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP) 
The Woman's Renewal Weekend are fast approach-
ing! Women’s Weekend is March 2 & 3.  Contact 
crhpolm@gmail.com with questions or register 
online. 

 
 
PADS/Hesed House 
The OLM PADS/Hesed House Board is now on dis-
play in the Atrium (Door B Entrance). Drop-off for 
all items are before all Masses on the weekend of 
March 2nd and 3rd.  Monetary donations can be 
made via the OLM Online Giving Portal (please 
specify donation is for Hesed House), or make 
checks payable to Our Lady of Mercy Church, and 
write on the memo “Hesed House-PADS”.  Thank 
you for supporting our mission of mercy. 
 
 
St. Vincent DePaul Clothing Drive 
It’s never too early to start cleaning out your clos-
ets! The truck for the next STVP Clothing Drive will 
be in the church parking lot from noon on Saturday, 
March 23 to approximately noon on Sunday, March 
24. 
 
 

Vine & Branches  
Vine & Branches offers support and belonging to 
individuals who have experienced the trauma of a 
broken marital relationship. For more info please 
reach out to Kim Harris at kimharris73@ yahoo.com 
Mary LoGalbo at logalbo.marycarol@gmail.com, or 
Jim Marks at jimm6351@yahoo.com 
 

PARISH MISSION 

March 18 & 19 
Fr. Sean Grismer 
 

7:00-8:30 pm 

RECONCILIATION  

Tuesdays 
 
Saturdays* 
*Not on Holy Saturday 3/30  
 
March 20 - Magnify 
 

7:00-8:00 pm 
 

9:00-10 :00 am 
1:30-2:30 pm 

 
7:00-8:30 pm 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

March 1, 8, 15 & 22 Spanish at 12:00 pm 
English at 7:00 pm 

 

HOLY THURSDAY 

March 28 Morning Prayer - 8:00 am 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 7:00 pm 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 

March 29 Morning Prayer - 8:00 am 
Liturgy of the Lords Passion - 7:00 pm 

 

HOLY SATURDAY 

March 30 Morning Prayer - 8:00 am 
Blessing of Easter Baskets - 12:00 pm 

Easter Vigil - 8:00 pm 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 

March 31 Mass (Church) - 8:00 am 
Mass (Church & MPR) - 10:00 am 

Mass (Church) - 12:00 pm 
NO 5:30 PM Mass 

  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:jimm6351@yahoo.com
mailto:logalbo.marycarol@gmail.com
mailto:kimharris73@yahoo.com


Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church  • Aurora, Illinois                                          7

BRING FOOD:
Following the Sunday, March 17th morning 
masses, please drop off in the Parish Life 

Center Gym any baked goods, breads, 
cakes, cookies, fruit, Italian desserts, and/or
Zeppole di San Giuseppe breads shaped like 

carpentry tools in honor of this feast day. 

LUNCHEON MENU:
(social committee will provide)

Meatless pasta (spaghetti with marinara & 
pasta alfredo), salad, beverage

HELP FEED THE HUNGRY:
It is an Old-World custom to provide food 

for the poor this feast day, an act of alms-

giving since the feast falls during Lent. 

Please bring non expired canned and other 

non-perishable foods with you to the MPR 

for a donation to the Interfaith Food Pantry

Applications for the 2024 Robert H Weaver Knights of Colum-
bus College Scholarship program are now being accepted 
through Saturday June 14th 2024.  A total of $2,000 will be 
awarded to students graduating from High School in 2024 and 
attending a 2 or 4 year University program starting in the fall 
of 2024.  Applications can be found by visiting our link on the 
Parish Website.  Awards will be made in July.  Good luck to all 
applicants.  Questions please reach out to Jeff LeRoy, Grand 
Knight;  jleroy53@hotmail.com

Robert H. Weaver
Knights of Columbus

Council 12005

2024 College Scholarship Program
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Parish Sacrificial Giving 
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 976,014 

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 961,000 

Amount in Excess of Budget $ 15,014 

02/11/24 Sunday Collection $ 37,723 

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 31,000 

Amount in Excess of Goal $ 6,723 

For the Budget Year 2023/24 we have Increased the Parish 
Sunday goal by 1.3%, to $31,000/week, to help expand our 
numerous varied Ministries. 

Thank you for your generosity!! 
  

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in your 
will and estate planning. 
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Donating Made Easy! 
 

Whether you are a registered parishioner with us or 
visiting, we are set up to receive donations online. 

 

OSV is a secure online website that makes  
contributing to Our Lady of Mercy faster, easier,  

and accessible at anytime for donors. 
 

Please visit the website at: 
www.osvhub.com/olmercy 

or scan the QR code to get started 

OUR SUNDAY 
VISITOR 

Pledge your gift to the CMAA!  Contr ibuting to the 2024 

Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal is a beautiful way we can 

put our faith into action by supporting the mission and im-

portant ministries of the Diocese of Joliet. 

  

This year’s CMAA theme is For the Glory of God.  Caring for 

our brothers and sisters in need is a magnificent way to cele-

brate His glory.  Through our annual appeal, our parish joins 

with other parishes in the diocese to enrich the lives of those 

most vulnerable among us, grow our children in deep faith, 

and strengthen vocations.  We could not foster these and the 

many other ministries the CMAA supports on our own.  This is 

a diocese-wide effort. 

  

Seventy percent of any amount we raise over our parish goal of 

$140,500 will be returned to us, a wonderful re-gifting of sorts, 

that affords us the opportunity to invest in the needs of our 

own parish.    

 

Please prayerfully reflect on how you can best support our 

annual appeal and help our parish reach its goal.   

 

Thank you! 
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Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church 
701 S. Eola Road  †  Aurora, IL 60504 
www.olmercy.com 
 
Parish Office 
Tel: (630) 851-3444  •  FAX: (630) 851-3468 
Monday-Thursday ................................................. 8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday .................................................................... 8:30am-1:00pm 
 
Mass Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday ................................... 8:00am 
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm 
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm 
Wednesday ...................................................................... 12:00pm 
Thursday................................................................6:30am, 8:00am 
Saturday .............................................................................. 8:30am 
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm 
Sunday ............................ 8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm 
 
Holy Days of Obligations 
Schedule varies.  Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or 
website. 
 
Confessions 
Tuesday ...................................................................... 7:00-8:00pm 
Saturday ............................................. 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm 
1st Friday of the Month ............................................. 8:30-9:15am 
Last Wednesday of the Month at Magnify.……………...7:30-8:20pm 
Or by Appointment 
 
Prayer Chapel 
Open weekdays ..................................................... 7:00am-8:00pm 
 
Adoration 
Monday & Thursday .............................................. 8:30am-6:00pm 
Wednesdays ........................................................ 8:00am-12:00pm 
1st Friday of the Month ................................................... 12:00pm 
Last Wednesday of the Month at Magnify.……………...7:00-8:30pm 
 
Benediction 
Monday & Thursday ........................................................... 6:00pm 

New Parishioners 
We welcome you!  Please register by 
visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on “New 
Here” and choose “Join OLM” to fill 
out the online registration form. 
 
Sick and Homebound 
Contact the Parish Office so we may 
help you in any way possible. 
 
Hospitalization 
If you anticipate a hospitalization or 
are  admitted to an area hospital and 
would like a visit from a priest or 
Eucharistic Minister, please notify 
the parish office. 
 

Baptisms 
Registered parishioners wishing their 
child baptized must complete a 
parent workshop. Baptisms are not 
celebrated during Lent. Contact Lydia 
Schmitt at 331-707-5377. 
 
Weddings 
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at least six 
months prior to scheduling a 
wedding. Weddings may be 
scheduled no less than six months 
out in order to fulfill the diocesan 
marriage preparation requirements.  
Contact Theresa Simeo at 331-707-
5374. 

Parish Directory 
 
Parish Priests 
Pastor .......................................... Fr. Michael Kearney 
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 ........ frmichael@olmercy.com 
 

Parochial Vicar ................................ Fr. Frank Pusateri 
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ............ frfrank@olmercy.com 

 
Permanent Deacons 
Dcn Tim Kueper ....................... tkueper5@yahoo.com 
Dcn Tony Leazzo .......................... tonyl@olmercy.com 
Dcn Tony Martini ...................... tonym@olmercy.com 
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ................ dougm@olmercy.com 
Dcn Phil Rehmer ................. deaconphil@rehmer.com 
Dcn Bugsy Sindac...................... bugsys@olmercy.com 
Dcn Art Tiongson ....................hope2640@yahoo.com 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Director of Music Ministries ................... Frank Sauter 
331-707-5379 ............................ franks@olmercy.com 
 

Asst. to Pastor & Communications…...Theresa Simeo 
331-707-5374….…………..……...theresas@olmercy.com 
 

Dir. of Evangelization & Communications ... Zara Tan 
331-707-5381 ............................... zara@olmercy.com 
 

Family Faith Formation 
Director (Pre K-5) & OCIC .................. Mary Jo Trapani 
331-707-5378 ......................... maryjot@olmercy.com 
 

Director (6-12)................................ Dave Miserendino 
331-707-5371 ........................... davem@olmercy.com 
 

FFF Secretary  ..................................... Karen Schwartz 
331-707-5369 ........................... karens@olmercy.com 
 

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy 
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall 
 

Administrative Staff 
Business Manager .................................. Bob Gancarz 
331-707-5370 .......................... robertg@olmercy.com 
 

Parish Secretary ...................................... Diane Reiter 
630-851-3444 ........................... dianer@olmercy.com   
 

Business Office Assistant ....................... Lydia Schmitt 
331-707-5377 ............................. lydias@olmercy.com 
 

Buildings & Grounds ................................... Phil Zwick 
312-339-6943 .............................. philz@olmercy.com 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-851-3444 ................................ Voicemail-ext. 400 
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Naperville, IL 60563

See www.intentgen.com for important disclosur

Joe Schmitt
Financial Advisor
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