
OUR LADY of MERCY 



News from P.I.T. (Priest in Training)  

Every year, my family tries to guess when the 
local radio station would begin playing Christ-
mas music. This music forms the background 
of our festive activities from decorating the 
Christmas tree to baking cookies. For the last 
couple years, the song “Last Christmas” by 
Wham! has been particularly popular, being 
covered by so many different singers that it 
feels like every other song is some iteration 
of “Last Christmas.” Now, don’t get me 
wrong, it’s a catchy song, but to hear it that 

often tends to wear out its novelty. 
 

The Psalm for Christmas Day proclaims, “Sing to the LORD a new 
song!” We are called to sing a new song because God is doing some-
thing completely new in history in the Christmas story. 
 

For many of us, the story of Christmas is nothing new. We have our 
traditions such as our favorite Mass time to attend and our usual 
family gathering. And so when we hear the Christmas Gospel, it feels 
as old and comfortable as Linus proclaiming this same Gospel in the 
Peanuts Christmas special. But as we settle into what is old and com-
fortable and familiar about Christmas, we run the risk of missing 
what is new and unsettling and strange about Christmas. 
 

Perhaps what is most strange about this Gospel is what is most fa-
miliar to us today: “You will find an infant wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger.” God has become a baby in order to 
save the world, and He is currently lying in a feeding trough. When 
we think about the literal meaning of those words, they become 
almost ridiculous. But this strangeness isn’t just strangeness for its 
own sake. It points to the newness of what God is doing, perhaps 
the only truly new thing in history: God has become man in Jesus 
Christ in order to save us from our sins.  
 

We cannot afford to let Christmas become something familiar and 
boring. Otherwise, it will have no effect on our lives. We instead 
need to receive this news like the shepherds, who are first “struck 
with great fear,” but after they go to see the baby in the manger, 
they return “glorifying and praising God.” 
 

We are also called to encounter the baby Jesus this Christmas, and 
to allow His newness to make us new, so that we don’t go back to 
our old way of life. This new way of life might seem as strange and 
unsettling as the Christmas story, but as the shepherds and the 
saints throughout the ages show us, it is also a way of life filled with 
joy. When we have allowed this joy to fill our hearts, then we will 
want to sing a new song with the angels at the birth of Christ, even if 
the song we choose to sing is “Last Christmas.” 
 

On behalf of Fr. Michael and all the staff at Our Lady of Mercy, 
we would like to wish you a blessed Christmas season! 
 

Father Frank 

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions 
 
Monday, December 25 - Nativity of the Lord 

8:00 am † Joseph Cartolano, by Rich & Theresa Kobal 
† Victoria Tiu Lo, by Elizabeth Lo 

10:00 am † Joseph “Shorty” Hamilton, by Eloise Andrews 
12:00 pm † Rev Don McLaughlin, by Tim & Diane Reiter 

6:30 pm No Spanish Mass 

 
Tuesday, December 26 - St Stephen, The First Martyr 

8:00 am † Mary Cullotta, by Family 
6:30 pm Int The McHugh Family 
7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Wednesday, December 27 - St John, Apostle & Evangilist 

8:00 am Eucharistic Adoration   
12:00 pm † Patricia Madden Dressel, by Susan & Jude Zwick 
12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Thursday, December 28 - The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

6:30 am † Sr Mary Balkus SSC, by Peter & Virginia Trusiak 
8:00 am † Karen Loback, by Emily & Mary Wojtolewicz 
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00 pm Benediction 

 
Friday, December 29 - St Thomas Becket, Bishop 

8:00 am  † Marcjanna Rutka, by J.E. Rutka 

 
Saturday, December 30 - 6th Day of the Octave of Nativity 

8:30 am † Hermenegildo Fertig, by Family 
9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM) 

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM) 
4:00 pm Vigil - The Holy Family 

 † James W Ray & James W Ray, Jr. by Helean Ray 

Int The People of Our Lady of Mercy 

 
Sunday, December 31 - The Holy Family 

8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family 
 † Pedro Luna, by Jim & Jean Lazowski 

10:00 am † David Jenkis, Jr. by Famly (Live Streamed) 
12:00 pm † Richard Ciombor, by Ida Phillips 

5:30 pm † Scott Davidson, by Dor Davidson 

2    VISION:  To offer every person a life-changing encounter with Jesus, grow disciples, and send them on  mission.  
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Our Lady of  Mercy

Weekend Masses
December 30 & 31

Father Frank will preach at all Masses.

Saturday 4:00 pm Fr Frank Pusateri

Sunday 8:00 am Fr Frank Pusateri

10:00 am Fr Frank Pusateri

12:00 pm Fr Frank Pusateri

5:30 pm Fr M.M. Cerna

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions.

1. Lillian Weaver 9. Fr Don McLaughlin
2. Good Health for M.M. 10. Matthew C.
3. Anthony M Loquercio, Jr. 11. Special Intention-C.H.
4. Leo & Karen Simaro 12. The Sick
5. The Pluskota Family 13. Linda Atko
6. Dcn Bob & Betty Vavra 14. Good Health for D.R.
7. Micah Ginsberg 15. Good Health—L.T.
8. The Deceased 16. The Homeless
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf 
in the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel.

For our sick, confined 
and their families.
David Bakke
Michael Butler
Alfredo Chavez
Baby Riley Chick
Robert Ciulla
Michael Dandan
Mary Dunbar
Anna Falcon
Bridget Garry
Patricia Gebhardt 
Jim Gray
Kelly Greenwood
David Griffins
Nancy Higgins
Eric Hoerdemann
Cera Horste
Helen Joseph
Baby Penelope Keene
Nina Keehn
Keith Kuchinski

Michelle Maeirs
Kristen Manning
Susan Massett
Susan Mennenga
Bill Morse
La Moua
Charlene Oates
Flo Paprzycki
Valerie Plesha
Jim & Carol Pluskota
Diane Reiter
Jackie Schiable
Julia Schremp
Christopher Shea
Diane Singer
Hedy Sterling
Thomas F. Sterling
John Swanston
Rev. Gerald Tivy
Bernice Tokarski
Kathy Walowski
Judy Wiltgen

We Pray
Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate family member wish to be added to the Sick List.
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The Parish Offices 
will be closed 

Fri. December 22nd 
and reopen 

Tues. January 2nd.
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Cada año, mi familia intenta adivinar cuándo la esta-
ción de radio local comenzaría a transmitir música 
Navideña. Esta música forma el fondo de nuestras 
actividades festivas, desde decorar el árbol de Navi-
dad hasta hornear galletas. Durante los últimos años, 
¡la canción “La Navidad Pasada” de Wham! ha sido 
particularmente popular, ya que ha sido versionada 
por tantos cantantes diferentes que parece que cual-
quier otra canción es una versión de “La Navidad 
Pasada”. Ahora, no me malinterpreten, es una can-

ción pegajosa, pero escucharla a menudo tiende a desgastar su novedad. 
 

El Salmo del día de Navidad proclama: “¡Canten al SEÑOR un canto nuevo!” 
Estamos llamados a cantar un canto nuevo porque Dios está haciendo algo 
completamente nuevo en la historia del relato de Navidad. 

 

Para muchos de nosotros, la historia de la Navidad no es nada nuevo. Tene-
mos nuestras tradiciones, como nuestro horario favorito para asistir a Misa 
y nuestra reunión familiar habitual. Y entonces, cuando escuchamos el 
Evangelio de Navidad, se siente tan viejo y cómodo como si Linus proclama-
ra este mismo Evangelio en el especial de Navidad de Peanuts. Pero a medi-
da que nos acomodamos en lo viejo, cómodo y familiar de la Navidad, co-
rremos el riesgo de perdernos lo nuevo, inquietante y extraño de la Navi-
dad. 

 

Quizás lo más extraño de este Evangelio sea lo que hoy nos resulta más 
familiar: “Encontrarán a un niño envuelto en pañales y acostado en un pe-
sebre”. Dios se ha hecho un bebé para salvar al mundo y actualmente El 
yace en un comedero. Cuando pensamos en el significado literal de esas 
palabras, se vuelven casi ridículas. Pero esta extrañeza no es sólo extrañeza 
por sí misma. Señala la novedad de lo que Dios está haciendo, quizás la úni-
ca cosa verdaderamente nueva en la historia: Dios se ha hecho hombre en 
Jesucristo para salvarnos de nuestros pecados. 

 

No podemos permitir que la Navidad se convierta en algo familiar y aburri-
do. De lo contrario, no tendrá ningún efecto en nuestras vidas. En lugar de 
eso, necesitamos recibir esta noticia como los pastores, quienes al principio 
“sienten gran temor”, pero después de ir a ver al bebé en el pesebre, regre-
san “glorificando y alabando a Dios”. 

 

También estamos llamados a encontrarnos con el niño Jesús esta Navidad y 
a permitir que su novedad nos haga nuevos, para no volver a nuestra anti-
gua forma de vida. Esta nueva forma de vida puede parecer tan extraña e 
inquietante como la historia de Navidad, pero como nos muestran los pas-
tores y los santos a lo largo de los tiempos, también es una forma de vida 
llena de alegría. Cuando hayamos permitido que este gozo llene nuestros 
corazones, entonces querremos cantar un canto nuevo con los ángeles en 
el nacimiento de Cristo, incluso si la canción que elegimos cantar es “La 
Navidad Pasada”. 

 

En nombre del Padre Michael y todo el personal de Our Lady of Mercy, ¡les 
deseamos una bendecida temporada de Navidad! 
 
Padre Frank 

Lecturas de la Semana 
 
Domingo 2 Sam 7, 1-5. 8b-12. 14a. 16;  
 Sal 88, 2-3. 4-5. 27 y 29;  
 Rom 16, 25-27;  
 Lc 1, 26-38 
 
Lunes Misa de la Vigilia: Is 62, 1-5;  
 Sal 88, 4-5. 16-17. 27 y 29;  
 Hch 13, 16-17. 22-25;  
 Mt 1, 1-25 o 1, 18-25 
 Misa de Medianoche:  
 Is 9, 1-3. 5-6;  
 Sal 95, 1-2a. 2b-3. 11-12. 13;  
 Ti 2, 11-14;  
 Lc 2, 1-14 
 Misa de la Aurora: Is 62, 11-12; 
 Sal 96, 1 y 6. 11-12;  
 Ti 3, 4-7; Lc 2, 15-20 
 Misa del Día: Is 52, 7-10;  
 Sal 97, 1. 2-3ab. 3cd-4. 5-6;  
 Hb 1, 1-6;  
 Jn 1, 1-18 o Jn 1, 1-5. 9-14 
  
Martes Hch 6, 8-10; 7, 54-60;  
 Sal 30, 3cd-4. 6 y 8ab. 16bc y 17; 
 Mt 10, 17-22 
 
Miércoles 1 Jn 1, 1-4;  
 Sal 96, 1-2. 5-6. 11-12; 
 Jn 20, 2-9 
 
Jueves 1 Jn 1, 5—2, 2;  
 Sal 123, 2-3. 4-5. 7b-8;  
 Mt 2, 13-18 
 
Viernes 1 Jn 2, 3-11;  
 Sal 95, 1-2a. 2b-3. 5b-6;  
 Lc 2, 22-35 
 
Sábado 1 Jn 2, 12-17;  
 Sal 95, 7-8a. 8b-9. 10;  
 Lc 2, 36-40 
 
Domingo Sir 3, 3-7. 14-17a o Gn 15, 1-6; 
 21, 1-3;  
 Sal 127, 1-2. 3. 4-5 o Sal 104, 1b-
 2. 3-4. 5-6. 8-9;  
 Col 3, 12-21 o 3, 12-17 o Hb 11, 
 8. 11-12. 17-19;  
 Lc 2, 22-40 o Lc 2, 22. 39-40 
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Family Faith Formation 
News  
 
 

Epiphany Gospel Story Enactment 
Calling ALL Kindergarten - through Grade 5 stu-
dents of Our Lady of Mercy Parish! Hold fast to the 
meaning of the Christmas season and come to 
enact this beautiful story of the three kings visiting 
the King of Kings, on Epiphany Sunday, January 7, 
following the 10:00 am Mass. Rehearsal will take 
place in the church on Saturday, January 6 from 
10:30 to 11:30 am. For more info or to sign-up, 
email maryjot@olmercy.com by Mon. January 1! 
 
 
 
 
LIGHT High School teens (Grades 9-12) 
https://olmercy.com/formation/light/   
Chosen Confirmation Program Update 
The next Chosen Sunday session for Teens will be 
on January 7th! Please contact Dave in the Faith 
Formation Office with questions. 
 
Teen Mission Trip 2024 Update: 
Our trip is to Winchester, KY on July 7-13! We still 
have a few open spots for teens—please contact 
Dave in the Faith Formation Office for information. 
 
Teen Mission Trip Parent and Teen Meeting is 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 9TH at 7pm in the PLC. All high 
school teens and at least 1 parent are asked to 
attend this very important kick-off meeting. 
 
Teens can Sign-up for Service and Discipleship op-
portunities here: https://olmercy.com/formation/
light/service-discipleship-projects/  
 
 
 
 
EDGE for Middle School teens (Grades 6-8) 
EDGE Nights meet twice a month on Monday eve-
nings from 6:30pm-8pm. in the Parish Life Center.  
To register for EDGE and for more information go 
to https://olmercy.com/formation/edge/ 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Around the Parish

Christmas Flower Memorials
This Christmas we will decorate the church with poinsettias 
around the altar.  Flowers can also be memorialized by using 
one of the Flower Envelopes found in the Narthex.  The rec-
ommended donation is $20.

PADS/Hesed House
The OLM PADS/Hesed House Board is now on display in 
the Atrium (Door B Entrance). The board contains a 
“wishlist” of items used to prepare meals for 250 guests 
at the Hesed House homeless shelter, on the first Tues-
day of each month. Drop-off for all items are before all 
Masses on the weekend of December 30th and 31st, 
2023. Monetary donations can be made via the OLM 
Online Giving Portal (please specify donation is for 
Hesed House), or make checks payable to Our Lady of 
Mercy Church, and write on the memo “Hesed House-
PADS”. Thank you for supporting our mission of mercy.

Solemnity of Mary
Monday, January 1st Mass honoring Mary, Mother of 
God will be at 9:00 am and 7:00 pm.

Free Throw Championship 
On Saturday 1/18/2024 at 7pm is the Robert H. Weaver 
Knights of Columbus #12005 Free Throw Championship 
in the gym at the Parish Life Center. Registration begins 
at 6:45pm.  All boys and girls aged 9 to 14, as of 
1/1/2024, are invited to participate, please present 
proof of age during registration with written parental 
consent. Participants will compete in their respective 
age divisions, with the winners advancing to the district, 
region, and state competitions. The District competition 
will take place in February at a to be determined loca-
tion. For more information call (630) 957-7559.

Knights of Columbus
Pancake Breakfast

Join the Knights for a delicious pancake 
breakfast Sunday, January 14th from 

8:00 am to Noon in the Gym.

Ticket Prices 
(at the door-no advance sales) Menu:
Adults:      $6.00 Pancakes
Children:  $3.00 (12 & under) Eggs
Children under 3 no charge Sausage
Dine in MPR or Take Out Available Fruit Cup

Coffee, Tea & Juice

All Profits will support:  
OLM’s Teen Mission Trip

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Parish Sacrificial Giving 
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 678,788 

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 713,000 

Amount Short of Budget $ (34,222) 

12/10/23 Sunday Collection $ 36,045 

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 31,000 

Amount in Excess of Goal $ 5,045 

For the Budget Year 2023/24 we have Increased the Parish 
Sunday goal by 1.3%, to $31,000/week, to help expand our 
numerous varied Ministries. 

Thank you for your generosity!! 
  

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in your 
will and estate planning. 
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CMAA Pledge Report 
Monthly pledge payments for CMAA pledges should be 
made in the next few days.  It is very important that 
these pledges be paid so that our parish will reach our 
goal.  Once we have reached our goal in paid pledges, 
70% of the amount over goal will be returned to our 
parish for our needs. 

Parish Goal 141,900 $ 

Amount Pledged 182,982 $ 

Amount Paid 178,885 $ 

Remaining Balance 4,097 $ 

Rebate Amount 25,889 $ 

# of Families Pledged 505 
 

 

Christmas/Year End Donations 
 

It is a great blessing that all of the funds donated as part of 
the Christmas Collection stay with Our Lady of Mercy and 
will help us meet ourvSunday Collection.  If you wish to do-
nate to the Christmas Collection, please use one of the fol-
lowing three methods: 
 

1. Give online using the QR code in the box below or at 
www.olmercy.com/give look for the online giving portal and 
use the drop-down arrow to select “Christmas”.  
 

2. Give during Mass using your Christmas envelope,  by 
putting cash or a check. 
 
3. Give during Mass using a blank envelope labeled 
“Christmas Collection,” also include “Christmas Collection” 
on the memo line of your check. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Only donations received (or postmarked) on 
or before December 31 will appear on your 2023 giving 
statement that will be sent out by the end of January 2024. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church 
701 S. Eola Road  †  Aurora, IL 60504 
www.olmercy.com 
 
Parish Office 
Tel: (630) 851-3444  •  FAX: (630) 851-3468 
Monday-Thursday ................................................. 8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday .................................................................... 8:30am-1:00pm 
 
Mass Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday ................................... 8:00am 
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm 
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm 
Wednesday ...................................................................... 12:00pm 
Thursday................................................................6:30am, 8:00am 
Saturday .............................................................................. 8:30am 
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm 
Sunday ............................ 8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm 
 
Holy Days of Obligations 
Schedule varies.  Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or 
website. 
 
Confessions 
Tuesday ...................................................................... 7:00-8:00pm 
Saturday ............................................. 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm 
1st Friday of the Month ............................................. 8:30-9:15am 
Last Wednesday of the Month at Magnify.……………...7:30-8:20pm 
Or by Appointment 
 
Prayer Chapel 
Open weekdays ..................................................... 7:00am-8:00pm 
 
Adoration 
Monday & Thursday .............................................. 8:30am-6:00pm 
Wednesdays ........................................................ 8:00am-12:00pm 
1st Friday of the Month ................................................... 12:00pm 
Last Wednesday of the Month at Magnify.……………...7:00-8:30pm 
 
Benediction 
Monday & Thursday ........................................................... 6:00pm 

New Parishioners 
We welcome you!  Please register by 
visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on “New 
Here” and choose “Join OLM” to fill 
out the online registration form. 
 
Sick and Homebound 
Contact the Parish Office so we may 
help you in any way possible. 
 
Hospitalization 
If you anticipate a hospitalization or 
are  admitted to an area hospital and 
would like a visit from a priest or 
Eucharistic Minister, please notify 
the parish office. 
 

Baptisms 
Registered parishioners wishing their 
child baptized must complete a 
parent workshop. Baptisms are not 
celebrated during Lent. Contact Lydia 
Schmitt at 331-707-5377. 
 
Weddings 
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at least six 
months prior to scheduling a 
wedding. Weddings may be 
scheduled no less than six months 
out in order to fulfill the diocesan 
marriage preparation requirements.  
Contact Theresa Simeo at 331-707-
5374. 

Parish Directory 
 
Parish Priests 
Pastor .......................................... Fr. Michael Kearney 
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 ........ frmichael@olmercy.com 
 

Parochial Vicar ................................ Fr. Frank Pusateri 
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ............ frfrank@olmercy.com 

 
Permanent Deacons 
Dcn Tim Kueper ....................... tkueper5@yahoo.com 
Dcn Tony Leazzo .......................... tonyl@olmercy.com 
Dcn Tony Martini ...................... tonym@olmercy.com 
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ................ dougm@olmercy.com 
Dcn Phil Rehmer ................. deaconphil@rehmer.com 
Dcn Bugsy Sindac...................... bugsys@olmercy.com 
Dcn Art Tiongson ....................hope2640@yahoo.com 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Director of Music Ministries ................... Frank Sauter 
331-707-5379 ............................ franks@olmercy.com 
 

Asst. to Pastor & Communications…...Theresa Simeo 
331-707-5374….…………..……...theresas@olmercy.com 
 

Dir. of Evangelization & Communications ... Zara Tan 
331-707-5381 ............................... zara@olmercy.com 
 

Family Faith Formation 
Director (Pre K-5) & OCIC .................. Mary Jo Trapani 
331-707-5378 ......................... maryjot@olmercy.com 
 

Director (6-12)................................ Dave Miserendino 
331-707-5371 ........................... davem@olmercy.com 
 

FFF Secretary  ..................................... Karen Schwartz 
331-707-5369 ........................... karens@olmercy.com 
 

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy 
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall 
 

Administrative Staff 
Business Manager .................................. Bob Gancarz 
331-707-5370 .......................... robertg@olmercy.com 
 

Parish Secretary ...................................... Diane Reiter 
630-851-3444 ........................... dianer@olmercy.com   
 

Business Office Assistant ....................... Lydia Schmitt 
331-707-5377 ............................. lydias@olmercy.com 
 

Buildings & Grounds ................................... Phil Zwick 
312-339-6943 .............................. philz@olmercy.com 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-851-3444 ................................ Voicemail-ext. 400 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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1460 Bond St. Suite 
Naperville, IL 60563

See www.intentgen.com for important disclosur

Joe Schmitt
Financial Advisor
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