


News from P.I.T. (Priest in Training)  
 

I think I might have to accept the fact that I 
don’t have a green thumb. In seminary, I kept 
succulents in my room because they are 
supposed to be easy plants to care for. For a 
while, things were going well. But then I 
decided to water one of the plants, and it died 
from having too much water. So I decided I 
would wait until it was clear that the other 
succulent needed water, but it ended up so dry 
that it looked almost dead. But when I watered 
it, the plant ended up dying from too much 

water. I don’t have any more succulents, but there are some plants in 
my office here at the parish. I was told I don’t have to water them, so 
they should be safe.  
 
In our culture, we struggle with waiting. We want things to be done as 
quickly as possible, and we want them to be done as perfectly as 
possible, and we want all this done yesterday. If we try to apply this to 
our spiritual life, we will almost inevitably become disappointed. God 
did not create us perfect, and He typically does not work quickly or 
instantly in the spiritual life. 
 
Maybe that’s why Jesus uses the image of a seed to describe how 
people receive the Word of God into their lives. We can really only 
observe the progress of a plant after it has grown; we cannot catch a 
seed in the act of growing. And this growth only takes place over time. 
My succulents were so slow in showing progress that I didn’t notice a 
change until it was too late. As today’s Gospel says, we all need to strive 
to become the rich soil which will allow the Word of God to grow deep 
roots and bear fruit. But this takes time.  
 
What does that look like? The key idea is little by little. In the spiritual 
life, this means cultivating good habits such as praying every day or 
joining a ministry or doing the dishes. When we first start doing this, we 
might not see any difference. But after some time, we hopefully will 
begin to notice some growth compared to where we started.  
 
As with plants, there are many factors that are outside our control. We 
can make sure the plant has rich soil, water, and sunlight. But the rest is 
up to God. The same is true for our spiritual lives. We cannot grow by 
our own efforts alone but only by God’s grace.  
 
Even with this in mind, waiting is still hard. But we know that the One 
Who sows the seed is faithful and that He wants His Word to take root 
in our lives and bear fruit even more than we do. If we allow Him to 
work in our lives on His terms, then we can bear fruit “a hundred or 
sixty or thirtyfold.” Thankfully, God takes much better care of His plants 
than I do. 
 
Father Frank 

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions 
 
Monday, July 17 - Weekday in Ordinary Time  

8:00 am † Jacqueline Rootes, by Scott Sowizrol 
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00 pm Benediction 
6:30 pm Int Ruben Manzaneres, by Family  

(Spanish Mass) 

 
Tuesday, July 18 - St Camillus de Lellis, Priest 

8:00 am † Barbara Saurer, by Roy Saurer 
6:30 pm † James Krcmarik, by Dcn. Bugsy & Happy Sindac 
7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Wednesday, July 19 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am Eucharistic Adoration   
12:00 pm † Geraldine Nemeth, by Tom & Joan Campion 
12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Thursday, July 20 - St Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr 

6:30 am † Lolita Raiz, by the Freeston Family 
8:00 am † Stanley Kerkla, by Carolyn Kerkla 
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00 pm Benediction 

 
Friday, July 21 - St Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest  

8:00 am  † Pacita Rina  

 
Saturday, July 22 - St Mary Magdalene 

8:30 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family  
9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM) 

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM) 
4:00 pm Vigil - 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 † James W. Ray & James W. Ray, Jr. by Helean Ray 
The People of Our Lady of Mercy 

 
Sunday, July 23 - 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family 
 † Paula Toole, by Carolyn Kerkla 

10:00 am † Janice Melisi, by Family  
(Live Streamed) 

12:00 pm † Jim & Jane Darby, by Mary Campos 
5:30 pm † Amy D’Silva, by Maybird D’Silva 

2    VISION:  To offer every person a life-changing encounter with Jesus, grow disciples, and send them on  mission.  
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Our Lady of  Mercy 

Weekend Masses 
July 22 & 23 

Father Michael will preach at all Masses. 

Saturday 4:00 pm Fr Michael Kearney 

Sunday 8:00 am Fr Frank Pusateri 

 10:00 am Fr Michael Kearney 

 12:00 pm Fr Frank Pusateri 

 5:30 pm Fr Michael Kearney 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps 
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions. 

1. Special Intention-L.T. 9. Fr Don McLaughlin 
2. Safe & Healthy Pregnancy 10. Vocations 
3. Anthony M. Loquercio, Jr. 11. Special Intention-C.H. 
4. Special Intention  12. The Sick 
5. The Pluskota Family 13. Peace 
6. Dcn Bob & Betty Vavra 14. The JTB Family 
7. Baby Cerina Skye 15. Children with cancer 
8. The Deceased 16. The Homeless 
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf 
in the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel. 

For our sick, confined 
and their families. 
David Bakke 
Alfredo Chavez 
Baby Riley Chick 
Robert Ciulla 
Michael Dandan 
Mary Dunbar 
Bridget Garry 
Patricia Gebhardt  
David Griffins 
Nancy Higgins 
Eric Hoerdemann 
Cera Horste 
Steve Johnson 
Helen Joseph 
Baby Penelope Keene 
Michelle Maeirs 
Kristen Manning 
Susan Massett 
Rev. Don McLaughlin 
Susan Mennenga 

Bill Morse 
La Moua 
Charlene Oates  
Flo Paprzycki 
Diane Pazos 
Valerie Plesha 
Jim & Carol Pluskota 
Diane Reiter 
Jackie Schiable 
Julia Schremp 
Christopher Shea 
Diane Singer 
Hedy Sterling 
Thomas F. Sterling 
John Swanston 
Rev. Gerald Tivy 
Bernice Tokarski 
Kathy Walowski 
Judy Wiltgen 
 
 
 

Please note: Due to the 
government legislation 
regarding patient privacy, 
names of people to be 
prayed for at Mass or in 
the Bulletin can be listed 
only if that person, or in the 
case of their incapacitation, 
the person delegated to 
their medical care, calls to 
give permission. 
 
Please let the Parish Office 
know of names which may 
be removed from the sick 
list. 

We Pray 
Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate family member wish to be added to the Sick List. 

 
Those in service to our country 
TSgt Leah Harvey, USAF 
Airman Melanie Hodges, US Navy 
Nicholaus Laurie,US Marines 
SSG Sean Murphy, USMC 
Capt. Tara Trammell, US Army 
Roberto Ramos, US Army 
Lt. Joshua Puscas, US Navy 
SSG Gina Maro, USAF 
Juan Gabriel Sindac, USAF 
Aaron Godinez, US Marines 
LC/Cprl Ryan Ludwig, US Marines 
Capt. Brian Strohmaier, US Army 
Elizabeth Pattermann, US Marine 
LTJG Marion Bautista, US Navy 
SSG Karla Venegas, US Army 
SSG Jeremy Norris, US Army 
Capt. Carmen Lockett, US Army 
PO3 Joshua San Diego, US Navy  
LT Daniel Moran, US Army 
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Creo que podría tener que aceptar el hecho de 
que no tengo habilidad para la jardineria. En el 
seminario, tenía plantas suculentas en mi hab-
itación porque se supone que son plantas fáciles 
de cuidar. Durante un tiempo, las cosas iban 
bien. Pero luego decidí regar una de las plantas, 
y se murió por tener demasiada agua. Así que 
decidí esperar hasta que quedara claro que la 
otra suculenta necesitaba agua, pero terminó 
tan seca que parecía casi muerta. Pero cuando 
la regué, la planta terminó muriendo por el ex-

ceso de agua. No tengo más suculentas, pero hay algunas plantas en mi 
oficina aquí en la parroquia. Me dijeron que no tengo que regarlas, así 
que deberían estar vivas. 

 
En nuestra cultura, luchamos con la espera. Queremos que las cosas se 
hagan lo más rápido posible, y queremos que se hagan de la manera 
más perfecta posible, y queremos que todo esto se haga ayer. Si 
tratamos de aplicar esto a nuestra vida espiritual, casi inevitablemente 
nos decepcionaremos. Dios no nos creó perfectos, y por lo general El no 
obra de manera rápida o instantánea en la vida espiritual. 
 
Tal vez por eso Jesús usa la imagen de una semilla para describir cómo 
las personas reciben la Palabra de Dios en sus vidas. Realmente solo 
podemos observar el progreso de una planta después de que ha cre-
cido; no podemos agarrar a una semilla en el acto de crecer. Y este crec-
imiento sólo se produce con el tiempo. Mis suculentas tardaron tanto 
en mostrar progreso que no noté ningún cambio hasta que fue demasi-
ado tarde. Como dice el Evangelio de hoy, todos debemos esforzarnos 
para convertirnos en la tierra fértil que permita que la Palabra de Dios 
eche raíces profundas y dé frutos. Pero esto toma tiempo. 
 
¿Cómo se ve eso? La idea clave es poco a poco. En la vida espiritual, 
esto significa cultivar buenos hábitos como orar todos los días o unirse a 
un ministerio o lavar los platos. Cuando comencemos a hacer esto por 
primera vez, es posible que no veamos ninguna diferencia. Pero después 
de un tiempo, posiblemente comenzaremos a notar algún crecimiento 
en comparación con el punto de partida. 
 
Al igual que con las plantas, hay muchos factores que están fuera de 
nuestro control. Podemos asegurarnos de que la planta tenga tierra 
fertil, agua y luz solar. Pero el resto depende de Dios. Lo mismo es cierto 
para nuestra vida espiritual. No podemos crecer solo por nuestros pro-
pios esfuerzos, sino solo por la gracia de Dios. 
 
Incluso con esto en mente, la espera sigue siendo difícil. Pero sabemos 
que Aquel que siembra la semilla es fiel y El quiere que Su Palabra eche 
raíces en nuestras vidas y dé frutos aún más que nosotros. Si permiti-
mos que Él obre en nuestras vidas en Sus términos, entonces podemos 
dar fruto “al ciento, al sesenta o al treinta por uno”. Afortunadamente, 
Dios cuida mucho mejor de Sus plantas que yo. 
 
Padre Frank 

Lecturas de la Semana 

 
Domingo Is 55, 10-11;  
 Sal 64, 10abcd. 10e-11. 12-13. 14;  
 Rom 8, 18-23;  
 Mt 13, 1-23 o Mt 13, 1-9 
 
Lunes Ex 1, 8-14. 22;  
 Sal 123, 1-3. 4-6. 7-8;  
 Mt 10, 34—11, 1 
 
Martes Ex 2, 1-15;  
 Sal 68, 3. 14. 30-31. 33-34;  
 Mt 11, 20-24 
 
Miércoles Ex 3, 1-6. 9-12;  
 Sal 102, 1-2. 3-4. 6-7;  
 Mt 11, 25-27 
 
Jueves Ex 3, 13-20;  
 Sal 104, 1 y 5. 8-9. 24-25. 26-27; 
 Mt 11, 28-30 
 
Viernes Ex 11, 10—12, 14;  
 Sal 115, 12-13. 15-16bc. 17-18; 
 Mt 12, 1-8 
 
Sábado Can 3, 1-4 o 2 Cor 5, 14-17;  
 Sal 62, 2. 3-4. 5-6. 8-9;   
 Jn 20, 1-2. 11-18 
 
Domingo Sab 12, 13. 16-19;  
 Sal 85, 5-6. 9-10. 15-16a;  
 Rom 8, 26-27;  
 Mt 13, 24-43 o Mt 13, 24-30 

 
 

4 Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church  •  Aurora, Illinois 

Noticias del P.I.T. (Sacerdote en formación) 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Tel: (630) 851-3444  • www.olmercy.com 5
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



6                                                                   Tel: (630) 851-3444  • www.olmercy.com
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church  • Aurora, Illinois                                          7

The OLM PADS/Hesed House Ministry expresses our deep 
gratitude to all who supported with their time, talent or 
treasure to ensure a successful Fourth of July service day. May 
the Father who sees your good works, reward you tenfold.

The PADS Board for our service day in August, is now on 
display in the Atrium (Door B Entrance). The board contains a 
“wishlist” of items used to prepare meals for 250 guests at the 
Hesed House homeless shelter, on the first Tuesday
of each month. Drop-off for all items are before all Masses on 
the weekend of July 29th and 30th, 2023.

Monetary donations can be made via the OLM Online Giving 
Portal (please specify donation is for Hesed House), or make 
checks payable to Our Lady of Mercy Church, and write on the 
memo “Hesed House-PADS”.

Thank you for supporting our mission of mercy.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
CLOTHING DRIVE

JULY 22-23

The St. Vincent de Paul truck will be in our parking lot 
the weekend of July 22 & 23 for  our Clothing Drive!!

Donations may be dropped off before and after 
the 4:00 mass on Saturday and on Sunday until noon.

We will accept…

 Clothing, shoes, linens and books in good or bad 
condition. Unusable items generate income for the needy 
because they are sold for rags or in bulk.

 ALL BABY CLOTHES. No baby equipment such as cribs, 
walkers, strollers, playpens, etc.

 Small housewares and electronics – dishes, glassware, 
utensils, toasters, blenders, coffee makers, radios, cd 
players, etc. SORRY NO TELEVISIONS.

 For furniture and large item donations please call 
630-231-4658 to schedule a home pickup at a later date.

Thanks for your generous donations!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Around the Parish 
 
Mixed Bowling League 
You need not be a good bowler. You only need to come out 
and enjoy some safe time out with fellow parishioners for 
one Friday a month. If you have thought about  joining a 
league, now is the time to give it a try. 
 

There are 4 players to a team, but we will build a team for <4 
players who wish to join. Fees are $17/person per month.  
 

The league will be one Friday/month from August through 
May, skipping December. If you have questions and/or would 
like to join the league, please contact Dan Panozzo at 
tanddpanozzo@comcast.net or call at 815-302-4111. 
  

Come on out and join the fun!  
   
Women Volunteers Needed  
The Dominican Literacy Center in Aurora will be training new 
tutor volunteers for its literacy program in August.  Female 
volunteers (with high school diploma) are trained to help 
women students learn to read, write, and speak 
English.  Tutoring sessions are 90 minutes, once a week, from 
Sept. to May, at 260 Vermont St., Aurora (behind St. Therese 
Church). Tutors do not need to speak Spanish or have 
teaching experience, but all volunteers must attend 3 
training sessions in addition to viewing several training 
videos online.  The next training dates are August 15, 22  and 
24, from 6:00PM to 8:30PM. To volunteer, email Alison 
Brzezinski at Alison@dominicanliteracycenter.org.  
  

For more information, visit 
www.dominicanliteracycenter.org or call 630-898-4636.  
The Center is not handicap accessible. 

Justice & Peace Ministry 
 

The Justice & Peace Ministry continues to collect hotel 
size shampoo, body lotion, conditioner and soap along 
with small tubes of toothpaste and toothbrushes, socks, 
wash cloths, granola bars, combs and razors for the 
Blessing bags we assemble for homeless people. We 
collect these items year round. If you are traveling this 
summer and collect these items and want to donate 
them, there is a crate in the Parish Life Center lobby for 
your donations. Thank you.  
 

Summertime is a busy and fun time and we spend time 
outdoors at picnics and other gatherings. Please 
remember it is important to take time to care for God’s 
creation and pick up trash and dispose of it properly, 
remember to recycle and plan accordingly. Bring along 
separate containers for trash and recyclables. Cut down 
on waste and excessive use of plastic. Use personal 
water bottles instead of buying plastic water bottles, 
use washable plates and utensils. Remember that a 
cleaner planet is up to all of us. Take home leftovers.  
FYI - “Food loss and waste is estimated to be roughly 
one third of the food intended for human consumption 
in the United States. When food is discarded, all inputs 
used in producing, processing, transporting, preparing, 
and storing discarded food are also wasted. Food loss 
and waste also exacerbates the climate change crisis 
with its significant greenhouse gas (GHG) footprint. 
Production, transportation, and handling of food 
generate significant Carbon Dioxide (CO2) emissions 
and when food ends up in landfills, it generates 
methane, an even more potent greenhouse gas.” 
United States Department of Agriculture 
 

We will be working on collecting items later in the year 
for a Welcome to AMERICA Pack for a refugee family. In 
the past year we were able to present a Welcome Pack 
with necessary household and personal care items to a 
family of four from Guatemala and a Welcome Pack and 
ethnic food pack to a family of five from Myanmar 
(Burma), and some extra items needed for a large 
family of six from Ukraine. God bless all who made this 
possible. We hope to possibly help two families in the 
coming year. Meanwhile, please join us in praying for 
refugees all around the world. Thank you.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Sacrificial Giving 
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 1,505,553 

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 1,530,000 

Amount Short of Budget $ (24,447) 

06/25/23 Sunday Collection $ 25,663 

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 30,600 

Amount Short of Goal $ (4,937) 

For the Budget Year 2022/23 we have Increased the 
Parish Sunday goal by 2%, to $30,600/week, to help 
expand our various Ministries. 

Thank you for your generosity!! 
  

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in 
your will and estate planning. 

 

Parish Life Center  (Construction Loan) 

April, 2009 $ 1,950,000 

May, 2023 $ 365,613 

June, 2023 $ 354,009 

Online Giving 
 
Online Giving is a great way to help your parish staff while sup-
porting Our Lady of Mercy. Signing up is easy! Just go to our 
church website at www.olmercy.com and click “Give” located in 
the menu at the top of the page, then look for the Online Giving 
logo to get started. If you need assistance, directions can be 
found on the parish website listed under the Online Giving Link. 
There is also a help video located on the Online Giving website.  It 
can be found at the top of each page.  
 
Note:  If you are giving online and would no longer like to re-
ceive envelopes in the mail, please inform the parish office.  
 
 
 
Look for this icon  
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CMAA Pledge Report 
Monthly pledge payments for CMAA pledges should be made in 
the next few days.  It is very important that these pledges be paid 
so that our parish will reach our goal.  Once we have reached our 
goal in paid pledges, 70% of the amount over goal will be 
returned to our parish for our needs. 
 
  
  
   

Parish Goal 141,900 $ 

Amount Pledged 165,703 $ 

Amount Paid 136,562 $ 

Remaining Balance 29,142 $ 

Rebate Amount 0 $ 

# of Families Pledged 475  

Sign up now at www.olmercy.com! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church 
701 S. Eola Road  †  Aurora, IL 60504 
www.olmercy.com 
 
Parish Office 
Tel: (630) 851-3444  •  FAX: (630) 851-3468 
Monday-Thursday ................................................. 8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday .................................................................... 8:30am-1:00pm 
 
Mass Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday ................................... 8:00am 
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm 
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm 
Wednesday ...................................................................... 12:00pm 
Thursday................................................................6:30am, 8:00am 
Saturday .............................................................................. 8:30am 
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm 
Sunday ............................ 8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm 
 
Holy Days of Obligations 
Schedule varies.  Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or 
website. 
 
Confessions 
Tuesday ...................................................................... 7:00-8:00pm 
Saturday ............................................. 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm 
1st Friday of the Month ............................................. 8:30-9:15am 
Last Wednesday of the Month at Magnify……….……...7:30-8:20pm 
Or by Appointment 
 
Prayer Chapel 
Open weekdays ..................................................... 7:00am-8:00pm 
 
Adoration 
Monday & Thursday .............................................. 8:30am-6:00pm 
Wednesdays ........................................................ 8:00am-12:00pm 
First Friday of the Month ................................................. 12:00pm 
Last Wednesday of the Month at Magnify……………….7:00-8:30pm 
 
Benediction 
Monday & Thursday ........................................................... 6:00pm 

New Parishioners 
We welcome you!  Please register by 
visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on “New 
Here” and choose “Join OLM” to fill 
out the online registration form. 
 
Sick and Homebound 
Contact the Parish Office so we may 
help you in any way possible. 
 
Hospitalization 
If you anticipate a hospitalization or 
are  admitted to an area hospital and 
would like a visit from a priest or 
Eucharistic Minister, please notify 
the parish office. 
 

Baptisms 
Registered parishioners wishing their 
child baptized must complete a 
parent workshop. Baptisms are not 
celebrated during Lent. 
 
Weddings 
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at least six 
months prior to scheduling a 
wedding. Weddings may be 
scheduled no less than six months 
out in order to fulfill the diocesan 
marriage preparation requirements.  
Contact Diane Reiter, ext. 221. 

Parish Directory 
 
Parish Priests 
Pastor .......................................... Fr. Michael Kearney 
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 ........ frmichael@olmercy.com 
 

Parochial Vicar ................................ Fr. Frank Pusateri 
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ............ frfrank@olmercy.com 

 
Permanent Deacons 
Dcn Tim Kueper ....................... tkueper5@yahoo.com 
Dcn Tony Leazzo .......................... tonyl@olmercy.com 
Dcn Tony Martini ...................... tonym@olmercy.com 
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ................ dougm@olmercy.com 
Dcn Phil Rehmer ................. deaconphil@rehmer.com 
Dcn Bugsy Sindac...................... bugsys@olmercy.com 
Dcn Art Tiongson ....................hope2640@yahoo.com 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Director of Music Ministries ................... Frank Sauter 
331-707-5379 ............................ franks@olmercy.com 
 
Asst. to Pastor & Communications…...Theresa Simeo 
331-707-5374 …….………..……..theresas@olmercy.com 
 

Dir. of Evangelization & Communications ... Zara Tan 
331-707-5381 ............................... zara@olmercy.com 
 

Family Faith Formation 
Director (Pre K-5) & OCIC .................. Mary Jo Trapani 
331-707-5378 ......................... maryjot@olmercy.com 
 

Director (6-12)................................ Dave Miserendino 
331-707-5371 ........................... davem@olmercy.com 
 

FFF Secretary  ..................................... Karen Schwartz 
331-707-5369 ........................... karens@olmercy.com 
 

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy 
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall 
 

Administrative Staff 
Business Manager .................................. Bob Gancarz 
331-707-5370 .......................... robertg@olmercy.com 
 

Parish Secretary ...................................... Diane Reiter 
630-851-3444 ........................... dianer@olmercy.com   
 

Business Office Assistant ....................... Lydia Schmitt 
331-707-5377 ............................. lydias@olmercy.com 
 

Buildings & Grounds ................................... Phil Zwick 
312-339-6943 .............................. philz@olmercy.com 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-851-3444 ................................ Voicemail-ext. 400 
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