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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In his First Letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul reminds us of how Christ, through
His Resurrection, ensured that we, too, will rise again on the Last Day.

How can we ever repay the Lord for this ultimate sacrifice?

Again, we look to St. Paul, who offers guidance: “Therefore, my beloved
brothers and sisters, be firm, steadfast, always fully devoted to the work of the
Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain”(1 Cor 15:58). This verse
not only illustrates our theme for the 2022 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal
(CMAA), Devoted to the Works of the Lord, but also our mission as a diocese.

Every day across the Diocese of Joliet, Catholic schools and parishes form
children in the faith, men and women receive guidance discerning calls to th
priesthood and religious life, and Catholic Charities serves people in need.

These important works of the Lord would not be possible without your gifts
to the CMAA and the many ministries and programs they support.

As we launch this year's annual appeal, please take a moment to read
about some of the many works of the Lord we are able to undertake because
of your continued devotion to the Church. | also invite you to visit our website
at jolietdioceseappeal.org to learn more about the impact of the CMAA in our
communities and pledge your support.

Most Reverend Ronald A. Hicks
Bishop of Joliet

2022 CMAA goal: $8.2 million | jolietdioceseappeal.org



Through our support of the
Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal,
we are devoted to the works of the

The CMAA supports ministries and
programs essential to the mission of the Diocese of Joliet.

When we join together as a community of faith, we can do so much for so many, such
as providing food and shelter to our brothers and sisters in need, encouraging vocations to
the priesthood and religious life, and educating the next generation in our faith,

Please take a moment to read about the works of the Lord made possible in our
diocese because of the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal.

Catholic schools prepare young people ‘to be servers of the Lord’

Far Esmeralda Elvir, teaching at a Catholic school is more than a job. It is her vocation, as well as a service
to her community.

"We are preparing young people to become good citizens overall, to be servers of the Lord." said
Ezsmeralda, who is an assistant principal and fourth grade teacher at Bishop McMamara Catholic Schoal's
Bradley site,

A

A longtime catechist before deciding to pursue a teaching degree, she continually seeks ways to
embed the Gospel in every subject she teaches, not just during traditional religion classes. This goal —
to nourish her students’souls as well as their minds — is one shared throughout the Diccese of Joliet’s
Catholic school system,

The member of 5t. John Paul Il Parish in Kankakee also strives to treat every child with respect
and dignity.

“I hope that in the future, my students remember me as someone who treated them just as
Jesus would have she said. "Everyone’s welcome into my classroom. Everyone's cared for, loved and
appreciated”

Your devotion to the works of the Lord through the CMAA supports the Catholic Schools Office, which
serves the 51 Catholic elementary and high schools in the diocese as well as the administrators, teachers
and staff members forming students academically and spiritually.

When the home he had been renting went up for sale, James had 72 hours
to find a new living situation. Already out of work from the pandemic and
struggling with a health issue that limited his go-to employment options, the
timing could not have been worse,

Since James was already familiar with Daybreak Center from being homeless
11 years ago, his first call was to the Catholic Charities emergency shelter in
Joliet. Twenty-four hours later, he had three meals and a bed — and services to
help him get back on his feet

“Everybody says, Tll never be homeless, until that day comes,” James said. “It's
nice to have people that care and go above and beyond to help you out”

The men, women and children who live at Daybreak Center are assigned
case managers who assess their specific needs and challenges. A multitude of
services are available, such as job search assistance, healthy living workshops,
counseling and connections with other community resources, to give clients
like James the opportunity to become self-sufficient again

larmes prefers not to consider what his life would be like without the
kindness of Catholic Charities. *If it wasn't for Daybreak, | honestly, truly, don't
know where I'd be right now,” he said.

Your devotion to the works of the Lord through the CMAA suppaorts Catholic
Charities, which serves the poor and vulnerable among us.



Seminarian preparing to do ‘the works of the Lord’

Although Deacon Brian Geary loved being a t
missing, that he was not as fulfilled as he tt

ight he would be in his career

A seed had been planted while he was involved with campus ministry at the University of lllinois
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fire for their faith.”

It was really in college that | started meeting a lot of good and holy priests, priests who really
vocations, loved what they did, loved the Lord, said Deacon Brian, who grew up as a member of St. Mary
Parish in Mokena. "It was kind of through seeing their example that | began to at least ask the question, 'Is this

something that | could be called to as well?

Two years post-graduation, he contacted the vocations director of the Dioc
of family and friends, began discerning a vocation to the priesthood. He entered the seminary in 2016 and was

ordained a transitional deacon in 2021 the

As he completes his inal vear of formation at Mundelein Seminary, Deacon Brian is interning” at St. John the
Baptist Parish in Winfield. He reads the Gospel and preaches the homily at Mass, performs baptisms and has the
same responsibilities as a permanent deacon, only he is preparing for the priesthood.

"My life has really been given over 1o doing the works of the Lord,” he said, “to being His instrument.”

Your devotion to the works of the Lord through the CMAA supports the 26 men in seminary formation

for the Diocese of Joliet.

in the Church’

As a boy in the Philippines, Father John Ronaldo Abulag struggled to connect
with the deaf people in his community. But he felt called to communicate
with them, even though he had yet to learn that sign language existed.

I just smiled at them,” he said, never considering how those early
experiences would influence his life especially his future ministry.

A call to the priesthood during college led him to join the Dominican
Missionaries for the Apostolates of the Deaf and Disabled, which sent him to
the Diocese of Joliet two years ago to work toward priestly ordination while
1 Language

“The Church is not anly for hearing people, it's for everyone, including
deaf people he said. “They should not feel neglected. They should feel at
home in the diocese, at hame in the Church?

Father Abulag's ordination last May was celebrated throughout our deaf
community, which has been without a shepherd since 2016, He is equally
excited to help meet the spiritual needs of deaf Catholics as their chaplain

“This ministry enriches my own faith, he said. "It made me realize that God
is not only calling me to be the priest of the hearing people, but he also calls
me to be the priest of these deaf people so that in my own little way, | could
lead the community to God and increase their faith!

learning American Sigr

Your devotion to the works of the Lora

eacher, he could not shake the feeling that something was

hampaign and, for the first time, part of a supportive community of clergy and like-minded young adults ‘on

ese of Joliet and, to the surprise

| step before priestly ordination this spring.
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Grandparents are ‘models of God’s
love in our lives’
Colleen Lowery thinks often about how blessed she was to grow up with a

four of her grandparents, especially now that she is a grandmother herself,
“Th ad a tremendous influence in my life, teaching me lessons of life

and faith
are s0 special because they g
models of God's love in our lives”

After retiring from a career in ministry, Colleen prayed about how she

through their stories and unconditional love,” she said. "Grandparents

re us roots of our past and our prasent and are

could continue her passion of passing on the faith to others while emulating
the grandparents she so admired. To her surprise, she discovered the Catholic
Grandparents Association, and set out 10 bring the global organization 1o her
parish, Our Lady of Mour

Since 2019, Our Lady ¢

Aount Carmel grandparents have met monthly to
jes and blessings that come with spiritually
I grand ren, Collee
Diocese of Joliet to bring the grandparent ministry to other parishes.
“We feel that it's our responsibility and our vocation as grandparents 1o

contribute to the family, to the Church and to society, Col We don't
want to be the generation that fails to pass on the faith, because its really the
most important job we'll ever have

1 is now working with the

o said.

Your devotion to the works of the Lord through the CMAA supparts faith
formation opportunities for people of all ages.



In 2021, gifts to the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal
provided support for many works of the Lord.
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DeoGratias \ociety
Prayerfully consider joining the Deo Gratias

Society with your gift to the 2022 Catholic
Ministries Annual Appeal.

Educating children and adults in the faith
Ministering to people of all ages and ethnicities 12%
Honoring the dignity of life

When you pledge $100 a month for 10 months

to the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal, you are
welcomed as a member of the Deo Gratias Society.
Members take a leadership role in the work of the
Church, becoming partners in a shared vision for
the future of the Diocese of Joliet.

In addition to spiritual benefits, membership
includes an annual Mass and reception with Bishop
Ronald A Hicks, and recognition in our annual
publication for society members

Strengthening vocations and supporting clergy 24%

Serving and protecting parishioners 20%

Returning funds to parishes 10%

TOTAL 58,293,000 100%

Pledge a gift to help your parish reach its goal and receive a CMAA rebate.
In 2021, CMAA rebates to parishes totaled $859,000.
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