
 
 

701 South Eola Road, Aurora, IL 60504 
www.olmercy.com | 630.851.3444 

 
 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Peace of Jesus be on your lips and in your hearts! We pray you have drawn nearer to Jesus and are 
growing in His love for you during this Journey to the Heights Lenten season.  As we become more 
attentive to the world’s response to the coronavirus and seek the Lord’s wisdom for our part to play 
during this pandemic, we’d like to address a few concerns brought to our attention. 

First, take comfort that we are already responding in conjunction with recommendations made to us 
through our Bishop as to how we can be health conscious while celebrating the Mass. Please see 
attached list of Coronavirus Precautions at Our Lady of Mercy. 

We encourage any parishioners who are feeling ill (coughing, sneezing, have a fever) or are in fragile 
health to refrain from attending Mass and make an act of Spiritual Communion (see prayer 
below).  Know that we are praying for and with you!  We will continue to post our homilies on our 
webpage and on FaceBook so you can participate at home. 

As a parish who believes in Jesus Christ and has as our vision “to offer everyone a life-changing 
encounter with Jesus,” we think it is important we take the little and big opportunities in these days 
to rely on God and preach His Gospel of peace.  St. Paul exhorts us so well in Romans 8:35, 38-
39, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?...For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

During these times, let us entrust ourselves, our families, our nation and our world to the heart of 
God, our Father, seeking His continued protection and every manner of His love! 

May every day be filled with His grace and our hearts know peace in His love! 

In the heart of Jesus and Mary, 

Fr Don & Fr Mark 

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Amen. 
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CORONAVIRUS  PRECAUTIONS AT OUR LADY OF MERCY 

Effective March 12, 2020 until further notice 

• All priests, deacons, altar servers and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion must wash 
their hands before Mass begins and use an alcohol-based, anti-bacterial solution before and 
after distributing Holy Communion. 

• All vessels used at Mass, once purified, are thoroughly washed with soap and hot water after 
each use. 

• Holy water fonts are emptied. 

• The collection baskets will not be passed.  Collection baskets will be placed at the entrance 
doors to the church in the narthex and at the handicapped entrance. Please place your offering 
in the baskets as you enter or leave church. 

• Refrain from holding hands during the Lord’s Prayer.  

• The Sign of Peace is omitted. 

• Holy Communion from the cup is discontinued.  

• Given the frequency of direct contact with saliva in the distribution of Holy Communion on the 
tongue, out of charity to your brothers and sisters in Christ during this pandemic, every 
consideration should be given by each individual to receive Holy Communion reverently in open 
hands for the time being. 

• Those still wishing to receive Holy Communion on the tongue are asked to come forward at the 
end of the communion line. 

• Faithful who are sick or are experiencing flu-like symptoms are not obliged to attend Mass and 
are encouraged to stay at home.  You may view the Mass online at www.TheSundayMass.org if 
you wish or visit our FaceBook and our website for the homilies. 
https://olmercy.com/audioandvideo-homilies/  
https://www.facebook.com/olmercy/ 

• The maintenance staff at OLM are frequently wiping down the top rails of the pews and door 
handles as well as taking other precautionary and sanitary measures.  

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding!  And pray the rosary and other prayers for an end 
to this pandemic. 

Fr. Don and Fr. Mark 


