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EDGE (Grades 6-8) 
 
 

EDGE 
Monday, January 7  6th-Commandments Part I - 7/8th-Trusting God 
Saturday, January 12  6th Grade Retreats—8:45/11:45 AM or 12:45/3:45 PM Permission Forms Needed 
Monday, January 14  6/7/8th -  Run for Your Life -Refugee Simulation 
Monday, January 28  6th Commandments Part II - 7/8th Choices 
 
EDGE PLUS 
Thursday, January 17  6/7/8th  Feed My Starving Children  Permission Forms Needed 5:45/7:30 PM 
 
SPECIAL SACRAMENTS CLASSES 
Classes are: Monday, January 7th & 28th.  Please mark your calendars. 

SENIOR HIGH  
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
(Grades 9-12) 
 
Teen Sunday Nights: Any and All high school teens 
are invited to our Sunday Night Youth Group which starts 
on January 13th from 6:30-8:15 pm in the PLC. We will 
have food, faith and fun! Please join us and feel free to 
invite your friends! 
 
Teen & Parent Night: Teens and their parents are invit-
ed to attend our youth ministry Deanery event on Sunday, 
January 27th at St. Thomas the Apostle parish in Naperville 
beginning at 7:30 pm. The presenter will be Jackie Fran-
cois-Angel, a nationally known Catholic speaker. Teens 
who attend will receive a discipleship credit towards the 
Confirmation requirement. 
 
Confirmation Letters of Intent for teens who have com-
pleted or are close to completing the requirements for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation are NOW available in the lobby 
wall display, LIGHT webpage or in the R.E. Office. Forms 
are DUE by Feb. 25th to the R.E. Office. 
 
Peer Ministry Team-Retreat planning will be held on 
Sunday, Jan. 13th and 20th at 10:30am on the PLC Youth 
Center. 
 
Mission Trip Orientation Meeting for those teens signed 
up for the trip will be offered on Jan. 13th at Noon or Jan. 
15th at 7pm in the PLC. This meeting is for both the teen 
and at least one parent to attend. 
 
Teen Worship Band is forming. We are still in need of a 
guitar player. Please contact Dave if interested or have a 
question. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATON 
(Grades K-5)  
 
 
 
 

A Prayer for the Baptized 
 

 
 

Bless us, Lord Jesus, and all of the newly baptized. 
Continue to immerse us in the waters of your life and love. 

Seal us with the oil of gladness and strength. 
Illuminate our path with the light of your hope. 

Clothe us with goodness, kindness, and compassion. 
May the celebration of our baptism be just the beginning 

of a long and fruitful journey with you. 
 

Amen. 
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Caring for the Mind, Body and Spirit Angel Gift Giving  
 

Thank you to all the parishioners that 
were able to support the Angel Gift Giv-
ing program this year. Whether you 
used a tag from our beautiful giving tree 
or turned in a donation without a tag, 
your donation made a difference. We 
were able to support 39 families for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Thank 
you for thinking of our brothers sisters 
in need this holiday 
season. God bless you 
during this beautiful 
season. 

Radon Awareness Month 
 January is National Radon Awareness Month. It is an 
opportunity at the beginning of a new year to learn about ra-
don and its negative effects on health. Radon is a radioactive 
gas that you cannot see, smell or taste but could be at a dan-
gerous level in your home. About 21,000 Americans die each 
year from radon exposure. Radon is the leading cause of lung 
cancer deaths among nonsmokers in America.  
 Radon gas is produced from a natural breakdown of 
uranium in soil, rock and water. It enters buildings through 
cracks in the floors and walls, construction joints or gaps 
around service pipes, electrical wires and sump pits. Accord-
ing to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), nearly 
one out of every fifteen homes in America is estimated to 
have elevated radon levels.  
 Exposure to radon is a preventable health risk. It is 
important to test radon levels in buildings, especially in the 
home as it is the only way to determine how much radon is 
present. Although no level of radon exposure is considered 
completely safe, the EPA only recommends reducing radon 
levels in the home if long-term exposure averages 4 picocuries 
per liter (pCl/L) or higher. A pCl is a measure of the rate of 
radioactive decay of radon gas. For testing kits, contact the 
Illinois Emergency Management Agency office at (217) 782-
2700. For more information about radon and a list of profes-
sionals in Illinois to test or deal with radon concerns, go to 
radon.illinois.gov. Additional resources on radon are the Na-
tional Safety Council at www.nsc.org or at the American Can-
cer Society at www.cancer.org. For resources and support, the 
Cancer Helpline is 800-227-2345. 
 
Defend and Celebrate Life 
 The 46th Annual March for Life, the world’s largest 
pro-life event is on January 18 in Washington D.C. The theme 
this year is “Unique From Day One”. Join thousands in pray-
ing for the respect and protection of early human life with the 
novena – 9 Days For Life: Monday, January 14 – Tuesday, 
January 22 2019 found at www.9daysforlife.com. On a local 
level, participate in activities and support the Respect Life 
Ministry at our parish.  

 
Pastoral Care Concerns 
 For support and assistance with life transitions, grief, 
emotional or mental health concerns, caregiver concerns or 
chronic illness/chronic pain, please contact Jolene LeRoy RN 
Director of Pastoral Care at 331-707-5380 or at jolen-
el@olmercy.com. 

 
How does God guide us? 

 

All of us have to make decisions about 
what we do with our lives-our work, our 
family, our children, the use of our time, 
and certainly day-to-day decisions.  Dis-
cerning God’s will can be tricky business.  
But the wonderful news of the Christian 
faith is that we’re not on our won in this 
life.  God is with us and is very engaged in 
our lives.  If you’re interested in learning 
more about how God guides us, consider 
trying Alpha. 
 

For more information, connect with Zara at 
331-707-5381 or zara@olmercy.com.   
 

#TryAlpha. 
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Join us  
for an 

 evening of  
fellowship with  

women of the parish 
centered on Scripture 

and living our faith 

Friday, January 18  
6:30pm - 8:30pm 

(PLC) Room 114 

Please 
reach out 

With any questions 

Mimi Tse | mimitse30@gmail.com 
Cindy Hapke | chapke20@gmail.com 

this water 
Sir, give me 

 For I get thirsty 

omen j 

Guide Book & Directory  
Advertising Opportunity 

 

We are in the process of updating our annual Guide Book & 
Directory for the church. This book will contain everything 
pertinent to our church: the various ministries, organizations, 
committees, activities, functions and events plus a complete 
directory of all members. This book is being provided and 
direct-mailed to each family at no cost to our church, and it is 
again being subsidized by local businesses that advertise. If 
you own or manage a business and would like to find out 
about advertising in our book, please call the Church Office 
by February 1, 2019. 
 

Recent survey results by Guide Book Publishing show that 
92.1% of families would rather patronize a Guide Book & 
Directory advertiser over a non-advertiser. It “will pay” to 
advertise in our new Guide Book & Directory. 

Update Membership  
Information 

 
Here is your chance to update YOUR record for our annual 
Guide Book & Directory (if you haven’t already done so). 
 
It is time for us to update our database with any changes, addi-
tions, or deletions that may have occurred in YOUR family 
over the past year. 
 
Have you changed your phone number? Have you moved? 
Are you preparing to move soon? Are all of your children 
still at home and are they all included in your membership 
record? Do you want your record published? 
 
If you have not already informed the Church Office about 
changes to your record, please let us know now so that the 
information in the Guide Book & Directory is correct. The 
Church Office number is 630-851-3444 or email  
parishoffice@olmercy.com. 
 

 

Thank you for your help! 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CLOTHING DRIVE 
January 19 & 20 

 

The St. Vincent de Paul truck will be in our parking lot 
the weekend of January 19 & 20 for our Clothing 
Drive!!   
 

We will accept…….Clothing, shoes, linens and books 
in good or bad condition.  Unusable clothing, shoes, lin-
ens and even books generate income for the needy be-
cause they are sold for rags or in bulk. No baby equip-
ment such as cribs, walkers, strollers, playpens, etc.  
ALL BABY CLOTHES ACCEPTED! 
 

Small housewares and electronics – dishes, glassware, 
utensils, toasters, blenders, coffee makers, radios, cd 
players etc. SORRY NO TELEVISIONS.  For furniture 
and large item donations please call 630-231-4658 to 
schedule a home pickup at a later date or email us at – 
saintvincentdonate@gmail.com. 
 

Your donations go to the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift 
Shops where much of your donations are given away 
free to needy families in the community.  Some are sold 
at reasonable prices at the thrift shops so that needy fam-
ilies can shop with dignity.  “Proceeds” from the thrift 
shops go into a general assistance fund where St. Vin-
cent de Paul Conferences at the churches help families 
with rent, mortgage or utility assistance. 
 

Thanks for your generous donations!  

JUSTICE & PEACE MINISTRY  
 
Our third annual Movie Night will be held on Monday, 
February 4, 2019 at 7 PM. Please save the date. The 
film will be “Chasing the Dragon: The Life of an Opi-
ate Addict”.  We will have professional guests present 
who will help guide the discussion and Q&A following 
the film. We hope you will attend this event - the opioid 
crisis has reached epidemic proportions and is present 
in all parts of the country. Sadly, many individuals and 
families have been affected. We wish to help raise 
awareness and bring  hope to those affected. 
 

 
at thej ell 
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Fiscal Year-to-Date Information (as of 12/30/18) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish  
in your will and estate planning. 

 

Thank you for your generosity!! 

Actual Year-to-Date Collections: $ 853,766 

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget: $ 837,000 

Amount in Excess of Budget: $ 16,766 

12/30/18 Sunday Collection: $ 32,006 

Weekly Sunday Goal: $ 31,000 

Amount in Excess of Goal: $ 1,006 

Parish Sacrificial Giving 

 

2018 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal  
Pledge Report 

It is very important that these pledges be paid so that 
our parish will reach our goal.  Once we have 
reached our goal in paid pledges, 70% of the addi-
tional funds received will be returned to the parish 
for our use. 
 
Parish Goal 

Amount Pledged 

Amount Paid 

Remaining Balance 

Rebate Amount 

# of Families Pledged 

  122,500 

163,357   

153,616   

9,741 

21,781 

630          

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GEMS 
 

BEING AND STAYING  
SOCIALLY AND  

INTELLECTUALLY ACTIVE… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activities that challenge your brain, including read-
ing books, writing letters and learning a new lan-
guage - all help preserve brain function, as do so-
cial activities such as volunteering, playing cards, 
attending church services and 
talking with friends. 
 
A big thanks to our GEMS members and parish-
ioners for your outpouring of gifts and canned 
goods during the recent Christmas season. Your 
generosity made the Christmas season brighter for 
those in need and is greatly appreciated...please 
continue your generous donations as you are able. 
 
Our next scheduled GEMS meeting will be on 
Wednesday, February 13 at Noon in the Parish 
Life Center. Please consider bringing desserts to 
share with your fellow GEMS members. 
 
Are you interested in the OLM Bridge club? Con-
tact Willie at 630-898-1999 for more information. 
 
The OLM card group is seeking new participants, 
email Ann at ANNC1001@aol.com for more infor-
mation. 
 
For information on the Critics Corner movie 
club...contact Pat at 630-585-6437. 
 
If you aren't receiving reminder email messages 
about our monthly meetings or if you have any 
questions,, please contact Phyllis Anderson at  
phyllisanderson5027@yahoo. 
 
Please pray for our sick  GEMS members. 
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Parish Activities for the Week 

Our Lady of Mercy 
Weekend Masses 
January 19 & 20 

Saturday: 4:00p Fr Don McLaughlin/Dcn Mike Plese 

Sunday: 7:30a Fr Don McLaughlin/Dcn Phil Rehmer 

 9:00a Benedictine/Dcn Tony Martini 

 10:45a Benedictine/Dcn Tim Kueper 

 12:30p Fr Don McLaughlin/Dcn Art Tiongson 

 5:30p Fr Francis Tebbe 

SUNDAY January 13  
8:00-12:30p K of C Pancake Breakfast MPR 
8:00-10:30a Summoned Men of Faith Rm 114 
9:00 & 10:45a Nursery Rm 108 
10:30-11:30a Peer Ministry Team Mtg Rm 211 
12:00-1:00p Mission Trip Orientation Rm 217 
6:00-9:00p CRHP Rm 114 
6:30-8:30p Teen Sunday MPR 
MONDAY January 14  
8:00-8:00p Art & Environment Ministry Rm/Narthex 
8:30-6:00p Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 
4:30-5:45p RE Class PLC 
6:00-6:30p Benediction Church 
6:30-8:00p Edge MPR 
7:00-8:30p Justice & Peace Mtg Rm 110 
TUESDAY January 15  
8:30-9:00a Coffee And… Ministry Rm 
9:00-4:00p Art & Environment Church 
1:00-3:00p OLM Card Group Rm 110 
1:00-3:00p OLM Bridge Group Rm 108 
4:30-5:45p RE Class PLC 
6:30-8:00p Adult Alpha Kick-Off MPR 
7:00-8:00p Mission Trip Orientation Rm 217 
7:00-9:00p Stewardship Committee Rm 114 
WEDNESDAY January 16  
8:30-11:00a Women in Faith Rm 114/203/208 
9:00-10:00a Intercessory Prayer Mtg Rm 217 
4:30-5:45p Re Class PLC 
6:00-8:00p Knights of Columbus Dist Mtg Rm 114 
6:30-7:45p RE Class PLC 
7:00-8:30p Baptism Class Church 
7:00-9:00p St. Vincent DePaul Mtg Rm 114 
7:00-8:00p Intercessory Prayer Mtg Rm 110 
THURSDAY January 17  
8:30-6:00p Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 
6:30-9:00p Knights of Columbus Dist Mtg Rm 114 
7:00-8:30p RCIA Rm 217 
7:00-8:00p March for Life Vigil Church 
FRIDAY January 18  
6:30-8:30p Women at the Well Rm 114 
7:00-9:00p Worship Commission Mtg Rm 119 
7:00-9:00p Cub Scouts  
SATURDAY January 19  
7:00-8:00a Fit Shepherds Parish Grounds 
8:15-10:15a Mary’s Squad Rm 208 
3:00-3:50p Reconciliation Narthex 
SUNDAY January 20  
7:30-10:30a CRHP Men’s Formation Rm 114 
9:00 & 10:45a Nursery Rm 108 
10:30-11:30a Peer Ministry Team Rm 211 
6:30-8:30p Teen Sunday MPR 

The Knights of Columbus Robert H Weaver 
Council #12005 will be sponsoring a blood drive 
on January 19, from 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon in the 
PLC, room 114.   
 

You can sign up online at www.heartlandbc.org, 
or by calling Chris at 630-851-0907.  Walk ins are 
also welcome!  If you are unable to donate on 
that date, you can go to any Heartland Blood 
Center and give the Knights' council number 
12005.   
 

Please consider do-
nating because the 
need for blood is 
great. 

...Save the Date  
Saturday May 4, 2019.  Walk to Mary is a 21-mile pil-
grimage starting from the Vatican-appointed Shrine of St. 
Joseph in De Pere, WI to the National Shrine of Our Lady 
of Good Help in Champion, WI. Join fellow OLM parish-
ioners on a journey to deepen your 
relationship with our blessed Mother; 
transforming your heart, mind and 
spirit to be more Christ-like.  You can 
learn more at www.walktomary.com 
or please contact Kiley Tyler at 630-
408-2444 with any questions. 
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Knights of Columbus  
Pancake Breakfast 

Join the Knights for a delicious pancake  
breakfast Sunday, January 13th  

from 8:00am to 12:30pm  
in the PLC Gym. 

Ticket Prices (at the door – no advanced sales) 
Adults:  $5.00 

Children:  $3.00  (10 and under) 
Children under 3 no charge 

Menu: 
Pancakes 

Eggs 
Sausage 

Fruit 
Coffee, Tea & Juice  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
Saturday 3:00-3:45pm; Reconciliation services held 
seasonally. 
SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
Contact the Parish Office so we may help you in any 
way possible. 

HOSPITALIZATION:  If you anticipate a hospitaliza-
tion or are  admitted to an area hospital and would like 
a visit from a priest or Eucharistic Minister, please no-
tify the parish office. 
 

BAPTISMS:  Registered parishioners wishing their 
child baptized must attend a parent meeting held the 
3rd Wednesday of each month.     Baptisms are held at 
12 noon the first Saturday of the month and at 2:00 
p.m. the second Sundays of the month. Baptisms are 
not celebrated during Lent.   
 

WEDDINGS: The bride, groom or either set of par-
ents must be  registered members of the parish for at 
least six months prior to scheduling a wedding. Wed-
dings may be scheduled no less than six months out in 
order to fulfill the diocesan marriage preparation re-
quirements.  Contact Diane Reiter, ext. 221. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS:  We welcome you!  Please 
register by   attending our “New Parishioner Registra-
tion/Welcoming” meeting the last Sunday of the 
month at 11:00 a.m.  For more info call:      851-3444, 
ext. 221. 
 

HOSPITALITY:  “Hospitality” weekend is held in the 
Parish Life Center Multi Purpose Room  after all Satur-
day/Sunday Masses on the last full weekend of each 
month (excluding December). 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY, Voicemail-
ext. 400 

All profits will help support our Seminarian Intern 
Senovio Sarabia, Jr. 
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